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Journalistically dedicated to African-American self-sufficiency
... ( I )t's time now for you and me to become more politically mature and realize what the 
ballot is for; what we're supposed to get when we cast a ballot; and that if we don't east a 
ballot, it's going to end up in a situation where we're going to have to cast a bullet. It's




Cherisher, who created- 
Created Man, out of a (mere) clot
of congealed blood:
Proclaim! And thy Lord is most
bountiful,-
He who taught (the use of) the 
pen,-
Taught man that which he knew 
not.
Nay, but man doth transgress all 
bounds,
In that he looketh upon himself as 
self-sufficient.
Verily, to thy Lord is the return (of 
all).
Sura XCVI - lad 1-8 
The Holy Qu’ran
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To re-visit the tradition of the Afrikan griot by documenting the actions, tradi­
tions, iniquities and ideologies of the 21st Century Morehouse man. Though our 
ultimate duty is to serve our community, we refuse to relinquish our autonomy to 
it, nor will we acquiesce to the private agendas of individual people, organizations, 
or political entities. As we supply a reflective surface for Morehouse' to examine her 
external and internal concerns, we also provide a looking glass through which the 
globe can analyze our pitfalls and conquests. The Maroon Tiger endeavors to main­
tain the highest levels of journalistic quality, moral integrity, and visual diversity in 
an all-inclusive journal which alienates no member of this community who embod­
ies our ancestral spirit. In short, our goal is melanated honesty, a higher truth whose 
alternative is genocidal.
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While the ultimate purpose of The 
Maroon is to promote self-sufficiency in 
our community, we understand that this 
sense of independence extends far past 
building businesses and developing art­
istry. Self-sufficiency in African America 
demands that we turn to each other for 
assistance both on a practical and ideo­
logical basis. With that in mind, we 
present a special Election Day edition of 
The Maroon ; a journalistic examination 
of the ramifications of local and national 
politics on the Black community.
Political analysis is generally con­
trolled by the radio, television, and print 
media, all of whom are owned by folks 
who could use a little time in the mela­
nin chamber. As a result of this unfortu­
nate situation, any analysis that you as 
a media consumer receive is generally 
provided by some old-as-hell white 
dude that doesn't know jack about you 
or your situation. Cutting Medicare to
.. .understand that in absorbing political analysis by black men, 
written for the specific purpose of educating the black community, 
you are striking a political blow.
99
evant to young Black people. In addi­
tion to analysis, we have provided edi­
torials, essays (including guest pieces by 
Prof. Larry Crawford and Dr. Abraham 
Davis.) and the creative pieces which 
prayerfully will become a stylistic trade­
mark of The Maroon Tiger staff. None of 
the authors are "professional political 
analysts," we're just brothers who can 
provide perspective, and a decent level 
of intelligent commentary on subjects 
which effect us all. I would strongly ad­
vise that you absorb at least SOME ma­
terial from this perspective. While we 
are admittedly rather liberal in tone and 
presentation, we are certainly no more 
liberal than the mass media is conser­
vative.
The bottom line on the national races 
is that there aré about three major issues 
which Democrats and Republicans dis­
agree upon, but the line which separates 
them is becoming increasingly distorted.
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we completely endorse any given can­
didate or statute. I'm not really fond of 
politicians as a whole. A snake by any 
other name slithers just as slickly. Like­
wise, a politician, elephant or ass, BY 
DEFINITION, has mastered the art of 
deception and has -proven to be no 
friend of the truth. Read on and draw 
your own conclusions, but understand 
that in absorbing political analysis by 
black men, written for the specific pur­
pose of educating the black community, 
you are striking a political blow. The 
evolution continues. ..
buy weapons makes perfect sense to 
your average politician; his benefits 
come as part of the deal so he won't ever 
have to worry about hospital bills. I'm 
tryin to find out who, if anyone, is gonna 
be lookin' out for my grandmother. I'd 
like to know the kind of stuff that David 
Brinkley doesn't include on his list of 
priorities.
For this issue, we have attempted to 
provide some analysis that in manner 
and content might be a little more rel-
Very soon, you will not be able to tell 
one party from the other: Just a mass of 
white folks with a few sprinkles of 
artifical pepper, all serving the same 
agenda. Until that day, The Maroon will 
continue to offer opinions and reports 
on the political scene.
Please don't think for a second that 
we've attacked this topic to advance the 
private agendas of any individual poli­
ticians. Positive reviews do not neces­
sarily mean that as a journalistic body
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Counter’ ’Revolutionary’ ’
by michael j. powe 
editorial page editor
Most African-Americans seem to ex­
ist in a perpetual state of disillusionment 
and more often indifference towards 
America's political system. This coma­
tose state has been induced by a mega­
dose of reality; African-Americans are 
politically sterile. To the cringing con­
servatives, I will not entertain any 
babble on big political gains when Black 
male recidivism rates for prison are off 
the chart. Yet the "haves," a blessed few, 
truly feel America's political system is 
equitable by virtue of their bank ac­
Whether or not our resident authorities on revolution want to 
admit it, there will be a President of the United States, who will 
have a tremendous impact on the lives of our people.
counts. The basic needs of my brothers 
at the bottom of the well, who have no 
voice or political recourse, must be met 
with a plan that is free from the unreal­
istic chatter of the "revolutionary" ivory 
tower.
As 13% of the population, we can re­
sign ourselves to the fact that exacting 
fundamental change on the national 
level would take an act of God. Com­
paratively, African-Americans have a 
great deal of control on the local level 
due to our highly concentrated presence 
in urban areas. That said, we should 
examine the conditions of our cities’ in­
frastructures and schools empowered 
by the knowledge that we can select 
leadership in-tune with our 
community's predicament. But the sad 
reality is African-American elected offi­
cials are wont to take office and forget 
about their people. Brothers are quite 
familiar with the alternative to being 
pro-active in local government; African- 
American politicians fulfill their selfish 
agendas to ultimately fatten their wal­
lets. To my disgruntled and disenfran­
chised brothers, your word for the new 
millennium needs to be "accountabil­
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ity." Our leaders must be held account­
able and made to answer for each ac­
tion, whether it be through correspon­
dence campaigns or massive demon­
strations. As a starting point to more 
progressive activity, brothers can vote 
out those local politicians who meet the 
community's sense of urgency with 
complacency.
Allow me to preface the following 
comments by underscoring my stance 
on the "power" of the ballot. At best, 
voting is only a minuscule portion of
your socio-political responsibility to 
your people. Casting a vote has to be 
accompanied by aggressive, consistent 
community activism. Our problem­
solving approach must be wholistic. 
Accordingly, failing to vote screams ir­
responsibility and suggests that you are 
grossly out-of-touch with the reality of 
your people's situation. In classes and 
around campus, there seems to be this 
rising tide of gross apathy thinly veiled 
by the usual "afro-hippie" pseudo-revo­
lutionary mantra, "I'm not voting be­
cause I refuse to participate in this rac­
ist political system." Well, we need to 
take a walk down reality lane: we have 
existed in this society for centuries, our 
people have been socialized in the domi­
nate culture, and we are forced to oper­
ate within their economic and political 
constructs. Unfortunately, Black 
America is like a crack-addicted baby 
that must be systematically weaned off 
the deadly substance until the infant's 
immune system is strong enough or ca­
pable to fight its dependency. Let us 
assume there are a group of brothers in 
our midst who possess a variety of fea­
sible plans for social action that will get
us off the white man's dole. Despite the 
plan's merit and short of "Scottie" beam­
ing us all to "Afrolantica," any strategy 
will take time to implement. The ques­
tion becomes what will we do in the in­
terim. Until African-Americans can 
achieve a modicum of self-sufficiency, 
we might have to settle for the lesser of 
two evils. There is no dishonor in do­
ing what is necessary for the survival of 
your people.
Whether or not our resident authori­
ties on revolution want to admit it, there 
will be a President of the United States, 
who will have a tremendous impact on 
the lives of our people. A Dole admin­
istration coupled with a Republican con­
gress would mean draconian cuts in 
Medicaid and several other social pro­
grams that, for example, make sure your 
grandmother can afford her insulin. 
Many will contend that African-Ameri­
cans should and can organize efforts to 
take care of our elderly's medical needs. 
However, your grandmother does not 
have time to wait for brothers to "get 
on the bus." Moreover, voting in the 
election does not preclude a Morehouse 
brother from developing, for instance, 
a community outreach program, backed 
by African-American entrepreneurs, to 
provide struggling families with child 
care. While voting resonates of civic 
accountibility, it is the act of making 
good on your own promises and respon­
sibilities that is the true testimony to 
your sense of community, nation, and 
manhood.
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Randall Robinson of TransAfrica once 
articulated the historical truism that 
"political power unaccompanied by eco­
nomic power is meaningless." Our capi­
talist system provides an excellent ex­
ample of this for it nurtures a perma­
nent and powerful correlation between 
the solvency of a group's economic re­
sources and its ability to pursue its self- 
interests. Robinson's observation be­
comes even more poignant when we 
consider that African Americans, con­
spicuously display over $325 billion in 
annual income but remain ignorant of 
the fact that they have less than one-half 
of one percent of this nation's wealth.
That Blacks comprise no less than 13% 
of the population but represent only 1% 
of all elected officials reveals the rela­
tive powerlessness of the African Ameri­
can community in political arenas. That 
this 1% reflects’a steady increase directly 
corresponding to the rate of increase in 
Black male incarceration adds even 
more credibility to this argument as we 
study politics as the pursuit of the self- 
interests of individual communities.
However, to intelligently assess this 
information we must make a quantum 
leap in thinking up to a more critical 
macro analysis of the relationship be­
tween politics and economics and as­
cend the morass of cyclical popular is­
sues, party politics and "Black firsts." 
Does it really make a difference if the 
CIA is caught doing its job or if a hand­
gun is produced every 20 seconds, if you 
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independent or neo-marxist. How war­
ranted is our celebration when some 
Black is the first to enter the front door 
of this or that big house when your 
agenda continues to be willfully dis­
missed at the decision-making table? 
Such understanding requires a broad 
historical apprecia­
tion that penetrates 




What is most im­
portant for Blacks to 
understand is how 
European culture, of 
which the U.S. is the 
most prominent 
manifestation, con­
sistently operates in 
the political context 
to economically dis­
advantage Blacks re- gardless of the in­
tent of liberal whites, the rising tide ac­
companying economic upswings or the 
many distractions from trite internal 
conflicts in the European community. 
One must be able to discern how steps 
are systematically taken to re-establish 
inequality when the European commu­
nity perceives any threat to their ex­
treme economic hegemony.
Such steps range from lynching and 
burning Black business districts (regard­
less of the number of bought and/or 
elected Black officials) to dismantling 
affirmative action and again disabling 
federal enforcement of "civilized" laws 
. Bearing this in mind, the key to any 
good qualitative analysis of political 
economy is an understanding that a va­
riety of tactics should not, by default, be 
seen as a difference in strategy or out­
come. Differences often simply demon­
strate changes in form, not content.
The question may be whether or not 
Blacks desire to stay political eunuchs 
by remaining historically ignorant. The 
answer to that may lie in determining if
the system or the individuals who 
cilitate that system are the ultim 
problem. In other words, is the curi 
loss of power and privilege amc 
members of the Black communit 
function of voting for the wrong per 
or party, or is it the system that naturi 
takes its economic frustrations out 
the largest, most visible and least c 
scious "minority" group?
Some say that the statement of a pi 
lem without offering solutions is i 
sponsible. In this case, however, it mi 
be more appropriate to argue the 
would be a waste of time to disc 
mainstream, tautological solutions ii 
understood the problem's true ori
What is most important for Blacks to understan 
is how European culture, of which the U.S. is tl 
most prominent manifestation, consistently oj 
erates in the political context to economically di 
advantage Blacks regardless of the intent of lil 
eral whites...
and nature. Functional solutions req 
knowing who you answer to and t 
ing in the emasculating fear of opf 
sion for the empowering struggle of 
determination.
For those needing direction tov 
independent thinking Franklin's 
Color Line, Wilson's The Falsified 
of Afrikan Consciousness, Munfc 
Race and Reparations and Anders 
Black Labor, White Wealth shoul 
required studies, especially for t) 
who believe their vote equally ben 
every "colorless" one of us. But as 1 
was fond of saying, "nothing pains s 
people more than having to think.'
Larry Crawford is Associate Profesi 
Sociology at Morehouse College. H 
ceived his Bachelor's Degree from Ala, 
State University and is ABD at the 
versity of Chicago.
He is married to Linda Llyod-Crau 
Associate Professor of English at Morel 
and they are the proud parents of a di 
ter.
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So how come I'm not voting on Tues­
day? Let's see we have three choices. 
Choice A is like, three hundred and 
eighty six years old, swears that Shaq is 
a place where farmers keep their tools, 
and basically doesn't give a damn about 
black people (unless they're voting for 
him). Choice B has enough loot to give 
everyone in the country a million dol­
lars each-as a tax write off-and wants to 
run the country like a corporation, 
which I guess means that his first piece 
of legislation would be the Glass Ceil­
ing bill for women, minorities, and any­
body who tries to enact change. Choice 
C is a media-created Tom Sawyer with 
a blue suit and an overactive libido; he's 
gotten in trouble for his morality, his fis­
cal irresponsibility, and his taste in life 
partners, though his worst crime, was 
cooning with Arsenio back in '92, when 
brothers actually thought he was worth 
believing in. Not exactly the cream of 
the crop.
But to hell with the players, let's talk 
about the game. Matter of fact let's look 
through the visionary lenses of Malcolm 
X who didn't exercise insight, but hon­
esty when he noted that any revolution 
in the course of mankind has always 
been over land. A landless people, as 
Marcus Garvey was well aware of, is a 
politically powerless people. America 
doesn't sweat Haiti because she needs 
a place to grow mangoes y'all. Sure the 
land itself is a great strategic military 
piece, but on a deeper level, keeping an 
area of spirited black folk dependent is 
the American way. Check your history 
books and TRY to prove me wrong.
This isn’t about Haiti, though, it's 
about an economic system which feeds 
the rich on the alleged theory that their 
loot will eventually get back to the poor 
(I'm still waiting for the Reaganomics 
of the 80's to "trickle down" to my folks), 
and a political system which passes 
laws, waits eight years to implement 
them, and then removes them from the 
books when a new majority comes in. 
You wanna know why we're still talk­
ing about Roe vs. Wade? Cuz ain’t no 
other laws have been passed in the last 
30 goddamn YEARS! Am I angry? Hell 
yeah! And now YOU want me to chan­
nel that anger into a vote? Nah kid, I'll 
take my chances with prayer, self-cor­
rection, and a belief in the one TRUE 
means by which Black folk can get their 











Those who do not vote in an election have no reason to com­
plain about how their government works. Not that I truly be­
lieve that Clinton, Dole, or Perot really have the best interest of 
Black folks in mind. This country has never had Blacks folks' 
interest at heart. However that does not change the fact that 
there are referendums and candidates that WILL affect our 
communities, like it or not. Given a voice to express my ap­
proval or dissatisfaction with these politicians and statutes, you 
best believe I'm going to use it. It is no wonder why people of 
color complained when issues like California's controversial 
Proposition 187 passed; yet they were the ones who sat at home 
and let it happen. Passivity is not in my game plan.
If one were to watch any political commentary show or the 
nightly news, they'd see various politicians discussing Blacks 
like commodities (some things haven't changed). Jack Kemp 
stated in a recent speech that by the year 2000 he hopes that 
the Democrats and the GOP will split the Black vote 50-50. I 
knew then that the politicians play us like children by promis­
ing us pacifying things that we want in order to coerce us into 
voting for them ( i.e. a 15% tax cut). By voting, I am telling 
them I will not vote for random promises, but because I think 
that certain ideas and policies are going to help strengthen my 
family and community.
In addition to my civic and political responsibilities, cultural 
legacy is holding me accountable to enter the polling station 
on November 5th. The Voting Rights Act of 1964 came on the’ 
backs of slaves, and through the blood of my ancestors. It is 
with that spirit and belief that I am exercising my right. I am 
voting because my ancestors secured the promisary note. And,
I am going to the bank to cash it.





What if you reached back into the commu­
nity instead of down into your pocket? What 
if all New Yorkers didn’t refer to you as 
“yo?” What if the politicians sucked but the 
system sucked worse? What if mutual re­
spect was a given? What if Ice Cube didn’t 
spend three days on stage at Homecoming? 
What if men and women understood each 
other? What if the Falcons never EVER win 
another game? What if our leaders had 
hearts as big as their egos? What if the mas- 
cot-jacking wasn’t the highlight of the foot­
ball game? What if Johnetta AND Massey 
were there? What if life had a rewind but­
ton? What if NOBODY voted? What if we 
stopped the cycle and taught our children 
the RIGHT way? What if I’m only foolin 
myself? What if you stopped to listen to the 
other guy’s point? What if you weren’t 
lookin at her titties when she was tryin to 
tell you her name? What if I ran out of what 
if’s and you had to wait til the next issue 
for some more?
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world & local news co-editor
McKinney Battles Mitnick And Media
The U.S. Supreme Court, based on the 
unconstitutionality of giving niggers too 
much power, recently redrew the pre­
dominantly Black 11th District, a deci­
sion which made it extremely tough for 
U.S. Rep. Cynthia McKinney of Georgia 
to retain her seat in Congress. Her 
newly drawn district, the 4th is about
Is it Billy McKinney, who has
no power with which to de­
grade and exploit a race 
based on his prejudices? Or 
is it Congress who finds time 
to condemn Khalid Abdul
Muhammed but won't con­
demn racists like David 
Duke, Rush Limbaugh, or
Bill Clinton, for that matter.
two-thirds white. But her biggest ob­
stacle hasn't been winning over the vot­
ers, it has been avoiding the ire of the 
Atlanta news media.
Controversy sparked when 
McKinney's father, State Rep. Billy 
McKinney spoke out against the politi­
cal tactics of her challenger, Republican 
John Mitnik. Billy McKinney, represent­
ing his daughter's re-election campaign 
in a political forum at the Ebenezer Bap­
tist Church attacked Mitnick, calling 
him a "racist Jew." His remark was pre­
cipitated by Mitnick's attempts to smear 
Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan 
as an anti-semite and paint Cynthia 
McKinney in that same image.
Mitnick has repeatedly accused Louis
Farrakhan of being anti-semitic and 
Congresswoman McKinney of being 
one his chief supporters in government. 
He twisted McKinney's refusal to sup­
Rep. McKinney
t
port a congressional resolution con­
demning Nation of Islam spokesman 
Khalid Abdul Muhammad, in 1994, into 
evidence of her approval of anti­
semitism. In fact, McKinney refused to 
vote for the resolution because she be­
lieved that Congress had no authority 
to denounce someone of exercising their 
fundamental right of free speech.
The Atlanta media, which has a repu­
tation for stirring up controversy in the 
Black community, blasted Billy 
McKinney as a "racist" and a "bigot." 
They transformed his remark about one 
man into a slander of an entire people. 
Since when has "a Jew" meant "those 
Jews?" It is obvious that the media has 
a problem with a Black man who stands 
up to speak what he believes and who 
is not afraid to call a "duck" a "duck." 
Furthermore, the media should look 
more closely at who they label "racist." 
Is it Billy McKinney, who has no power 
with which to degrade and exploit a race
based on his prejudices? Or is it Con­
gress, who finds time to condemn 
Khalid Abdul Muhammad but won't 
condemn racists like David Duke, Rush 
Limbaugh, or Bill Clinton, for that mat­
ter.
In an October 16 editorial in the At­
lanta Constitution, that exposed Edito­
rial Page Editor, Cythnia Tucker as an 
Aunt Jemima "knee-grow," Tucker 
wrote "If McKinney loses, she will have 
been defeated by racism - but not by the 
remnants of an old-fashioned racism of 
Southern whites. She will have been de­
feated by the racism that emanates from 
her own campaign." Wake up, honey! 
Its 1996, racism is alive and well, in no 
small part due to your employer, media 
mogul Anne Cox (net worth $4.1 bil­
lion). Tucker, you are clearly trying to 
make yourself look good in front of your 
Master by denouncing your sister . . . 
and Black folk still ain't free.
Twelve million American kids never 
had a choice.Won’t you choose to help 
them? Call Second Harvest, America’s 
food bank network,at I-800-532-FOOD.
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Power is politically defined as 
the ability to influence or control 
something or someone. But what 
connotations does that definition 
take when you think of it in terms 
of Black folks? In 1996 do we re­
ally have power or is our sup­
posed clout merely a souped up 
silhouette hiding behind a white 
screen that tries to call itself 
leadership?
With all of our local and na­
tional leaders,
congresspersons, the one 
senator, mayors, city council- 
men, etc., we still seem to in­
fluence very little. DC is more 
than 80% Black and yet it still 
has to appeal to the White fed­
eral government for funding 
and to pass legislation. The 
recent Supreme court ruling 
on drawing congressional dis­
tricts by racial lines has Black 
officeholders running and 
ducking for cover. The lynch­
ing law is still on the books in 
some states and our right to vote 
is actually reevaluated every few 
decades or so. Clarence Thomas 
is on the Supreme Court for life 
and poor Alan Keyes can't even 
get the Republican party to let 
him speak at his party's debate. 
Where's our power?
In reality, our ability to control 
and influence is totally dependent 
on the dissolving of our potential 
for political control into the wa­
ters of the mainstream vote, just 
so that when a few of us actually 
sip the juice, we'll be able to taste 
a glimmer of our own flavor. Keep 
it real.
Our search for power should 
first and foremost rest in rallying 
and organizing ourselves toward 
the betterment of our own psy­
ches and institutions starting with 
improving the condition of our 
neighborhoods and businesses. It 
should rest in the hands of the 
community and not in represen-
Our search for power 
should first and fore­
most rest in rallying and
organizing ourselves fo­
r­
ward the betterment of 
our own psyches . . .
tafives for the community. After 
all, neither Malcolm, Martin, 
Booker T., Garvey, nor Dubois 
were elected officials, but private 
citizens who asserted themselves 
and stood up for what they be­
lieved in. The struggle in the 21st 
century will be all the more intri­
cate and in need of a variety of 
means and methods to slay the 
Beast, many of which will go far 
beyond kissing babies and taking 
campaign contributions. I say all 
this to say that registering to vote 
and .showing up to punch a few 
holes in your ballot isn't enough. 
Putting the black candidate of the-
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year into office isn't enough ei­
ther. Our political leaders do not 
show up when the cops are 
searching our cars at two in the 
morning for crack that is not there 
or the gats we never thought 
about firing. Nor do we see them 
when the sistas down the way 
find themselves considering all 
but suicide because they've 
mouths to feed, three mini­
mum wage jobs with no ben­
efits and another kid on the 
way. As young African- 
Americans moving into what 
should be the next millennium 
(if we make it) our focus 
should be transcending the ex­
pectations of our parents and 
the 60's generation.
Webster's dictionary also 
defines power as "an ability or 
faculty." Imagine if you used 
it to plant a seed in the Afri­
can psyche or an idea in the 
expanse of someone's youth. 
Imagine if you used your Di­
vine-given power to change the 
mind of that politician you 
couldn't vote out of office by more 
strategic and perhaps more effec­
tive means? It's almost scary isn't 
it? That's exactly why they want 
you to vote your power over to 
someone else.
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An Open Letter From The President Of 
Atlanta University Center Young Democrats
kenneth newby
special to the maroon
Monday, November 4, 1996 has been 
declared "Come Alive Monday" on His­
torically Black College and University 
campuses across the country
We challenge all fellow AUC students 
to "Come Alive November 5, roll to the 
polls!"
We are disturbed at reports that there 
are candidates across the country who 
are depending on a low turnout of Afri­
can-American voters. We must disap­
point them. We are asking you to ob­
serve Monday November 4, 1996 as 
"COME ALIVE MONDAY" and devote 
the day to canvassing the campus and 
encouraging fellow students to meet 
their civic obligations on Tuesday No­
vember 5,1996.
Students were very much a part of the 
civil rights movement in the 1960's. No 
right that we won was more important 
than the right to vote. As students, we 
must encourage that this right is put to 
good use on Tuesday, November 5,1996.
There is much at stake for Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities and 
much to lose. Viscious attacks on affir­
mative action, reprehensible welfare re­
form measures, continued and even in­
creased corporate welfare, and cuts in 
student aid are just a few issues that
Our goal in the Atlanta University Center is to 
organize the largest "Get Out the Vote" campaign 
since the civil rights movement
should be of concern. The Higher Edu­
cation Act begins its reauthorization 
process in 1997. This act is responsible 
for a lot of the financial assistance 
HBCU's receive. We must send a state­
ment that we are watching those who 
would represent us on these issues.
Our goal in the Atlanta University 
Center is to organize the largest "Get 
Out the Vote" campaign since the civil 
rights movement. From our campus 
"Come Alive Monday" we will urge 
everyone to vote on Tuesday Novem­
ber 5,1996.
We encourage you to speak to the im­
portance of voting and do the follow­
ing:
-Remind 5 friends to vote on Tuesday,
November 5,1996.
^Volunteer to take them to the polls. 
-Pass out literature encouraging fel­
low students to vote.
As students we can help turn this
country around.
The Maroon Page ko Monday, November 4, 11996
About every four years or so, the age 
old cry again surges among Black 
people: “Vote, Vote, VOTE!" With each 
new election year, new, more innovative 
attempts to garner the support of 
would-be Black voters emerge. 1996 is 
no different. From Chuck D and The Wu 
"rocking the vote" through 
"rapperstration" on college campuses, 
to Louis Farrakhan's Million Man March 
and follow up political convention in St. 
Louis, Missouri, Black people have been 
bombarded with rhetorical slogans, 
such as, "If you don't vote, don't com­
plain" and "The Black vote is a tool of 
power." The only problem is that no one 
seems to be able to answer some press­
ing questions that glare in the face of the 
Black community: What are we voting 
for?" How will voting in this election 
benefit us any greater than in any of the 
past elections in which we have partici­
pated? Are we voting for Black free­
dom? Black justice? How about Black 
equality? In other words, will this elec­
tion help us or even allow us to develop 
a Black Nation? Probably not.
There have been no major or signifi­
cant changes within the structure of 
American politics to develop and in­
crease the power of the masses of Black 
people. Why would there be? In a capi­
talistic society, the nature of the govern­
ing body is oppressive. Power only con­
cedes to power. In this society, a major 
precedent to gaining power is the acqui­
sition of wealth. The unified vote does 
not represent power if the options from 
which we have to choose do not provide 
or redistribute wealth. The vote paci­
fies Black people further by allowing us 
to think that we are active participants 
in the American government. It is a tool 
of oppression that keeps us passively 
hoping for the new Adam Clayton 
Powell Jr., our saving grace, and/or it 
allows us to feel that we are maintain­
ing that status of "comfort." Instead of 
marching the streets and tearing down 
the hells of North America, we recite our 
new found slogans and "threaten" to
vote for the other party. Ooooh... I can 
hear the enemy cringing in fear because 
we chose one white man over another; 
they only quiver in the face of action 
which demands, rather than humbly 
requests, Black power.
Recently, I asked a friend of mine jok­
ingly if he planned to vote in this elec­
tion. Much to my chagrin, he answered, 
"Yes." In support of his decision, he 
stated that during the past summer he 
had scrutinized each candidate's plat­
form. According to him, "Bill is a better 
candidate than Bob because under an­
other Bill administration, the power of 
the Black community — both politically 
and economically — will diminish at a 
'slower rate' than it would under Bob's 
administration." "However," I re­
sponded, "downward is downward." 
Who cares
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Proclamation" to the abolishment of Jim 
Crow and the establishment of Affirma­
tive Action. Any Civil Rights legislation 
which arose during or shortly after the 
era has been implemented because of 
the physical threat Blacks posed, not as 
voters, but as angry participants in the 
destruction of the major cities brick by 
brick. This is nothing new, but with less 
than 1% of all elected officials being 
Black, this tactic will not change. There­
fore, regardless of who we vote for, op­
pression is still the rule because the 
AmeriKKKan government never truly 
acknowledges our concerns and we do 
not have the representation or the 
wealth to force that acknowledgement. 
So why waste time? When do we begin 
to take power and stop hoping that one 
day, through our prayers and votes, we 
will be restored to the greatness of our 
ancestors? Until Black people generate 
some semblance of collective economic 
wealth to wed with a liberating politi­
cal agenda, voting is not an exercise in 
collective political power, but rather a 
demonstration of our collective politi­
cal futility.
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world & local news co-editor
When the Founding Fathers were es­
tablishing the mechanisms for American 
government, they set out to provide a 
system that would allocate a consider­
able amount of democratic authority to 
the people in the most practical manner 
possible. In keeping with the theme of 
practicality, the party system was 
frowned upon. This seems to be due in 
part to perceived disorder in the British 
Parliament, reasonably understood to be 
the result of party rivalries.











fusion of competition, but the lack of 
genuine and meaningful debate. Many 
argue that the Republican and Demo­
cratic platforms so closely resemble each 
other as to eliminate any significant 
amount of choice, thus there has.arisen 
a new abundance of Independents and 
third party advocates. Ross Perot's Re­
form Party, the 
Libertarians, and 
even the Green 
Party have seen 
new interest in 
their once ob­
scure and foreign 
ideas and doc­
trines.
At first glance, 
this new and di­
vergent surge of 
political interest 
may seem to be
an indicator of an acculturated, edu­
cated populace who are actively partici­
pating in the democratic process. Un­
fortunately, the recent disdain toward 
the two party system is in truth a symp­
tom of the rapidly decaying esteem for 
our political institutions.
It is perhaps human nature to blame 
our leaders when we find our society on 
a wayward trend, but the phenomenon 
that robbed the
two party system of its legitimacy is 
largely the responsibility of those on 
Capitol Hill. Nationally elected officials 
are indeed guilty of let­
ting them­
selves get 







norms and value s y s -
terns that exist within the District of Co­
lumbia.
Indeed there exists within the nation's 
capital a force that re-socializes( those
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who function in that environment. The 
perceived similarities of the Republican 
and Democratic parties are a result-of a 
conscious effort to garner support by 
putting forth a mirage of universal ap­
peal. This effort serves to cloud the true 
tenets of the ideology of both parties, 
making it confusing to those outside of 
the D.C. culture. What we are left with 
is a watered-down, spin-doctored ver­
sion of the parties' stances, which results 
in an understandable resentment of a 
system that in theory is one of the best 
in the world.








Special to the maroon
Black people have always faced a di­
lemma in the electoral arena. Their first 
problem involved an enduring struggle 
to simply vote. Once this fundamental 
right was won, they faced ingenious 
schemes that diluted their voting 
strength. Presently, they are confronted 
with the struggle of ensuring that their 
vote really counts vis a vis genuine po­
litical outcomes. Given the persistent 
struggle by blacks to overcome seem­
ingly intractable problems in almost 
every conceivable facet of American life 
gives validity to the prophetic conclu­
sion that Reinhold Niebuhr reached in 
1932. He said:
It is hopeless for the Negro to ex­
pect complete Emancipation from 
the menial social and economic po­
sition into which the white man has 
forced him merely by trusting in the 
moral sense of the white race
However large the number of indi­
vidual white men who do and who will 
identify themselves completely with the 
Negro cause, the white race in America 
will not admit the Negro to equal rights 
if it is not forced to do so. Upon that 
point one may speak with a dogmatism 
which all history justifies.
The dilemma that blacks face in the 
upcoming presidential election is 
equivalent to attempting to synthesize 
opposites, merge antitheses and recon­
cile the irreconcilable. By this I mean 
that blacks have been given the classic 
choice of voting for the lesser of two 
evils if they are to see their personal 
hopes, aspirations and dreams come to
fruition. Since Dole is bent on abolish­
ing all affirmative action programs, 
Clintion's ambivalent position will re­
sult in the vast majority of Black Ameri­
cans casting their vote for him.
Black America would rather pledge a 
blind, yet unequivocal and unwavering 
support for meaningless ambivalency 
then raise their considerable collective 
voices to demand a stronger stance by 
the Democratic nominee. Why does this 
happen? Derrick Bell has accurately de­
lineated the answer in these words, "Sig­
nificant progress for blacks is achieved 
when the goals of blacks coincide with 
the perceived needs of whites." Presi­
dent Clinton cannot alienate white vot­
ers who generally perceive affirmative 
action as antithetical to their interest. 
For example, a 1991 Gallup poll asked, 
"Do you believe that because of past dis­
crimination against black people, quali­
fied blacks should receive preference
Black America would rather 
pledge a blind, yet unequivocal 
and unwavering support for 
meaningless ambivalency than 
raise their considerable collec­
tive voice ...
over equally qualified whites in such 
matters as getting into college or getting 
jobs." Fourty-eight percent of Blacks an­
swered "yes" to the above question 
while only nineteen percent of whites
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agreed with the statement. Black Ameri­
cans should learn the art of utilizing 
those strategies that will maximize their 
chances of having their policy aspira­
tions taken seriously.
Abraham Davis is a Professor of Politi­
cal Science at Morehouse College where he 
was the first recipient of the college's 
Teacher of Excellence award. A graduate of 
Morehouse, he recieved his Master's from 
The University of Wisconsin at Madison 
where he has also served as a distinguished 
visiting professor. Professor Davis recieved 
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Proposes a scholarship that resembles Georgia's Hope 
Scholarship. This proposed scholarship would guaran­
tee students two years of post- secondary education plus 
their high school education.
Plans to increase the minimum Pell Grant Scholarship Pro 
gram to $2700 by 1997.
Proposes a dramatic expansion of the Work Study Pro 
gram from the current 700,000 students to 1,000,000 stu 
dents over the next five years.
ECONOMY
Proposes to balance the budget in a way that protects our 
values without undermining Medicare, Medicaid, educa­
tion, and the environment. This balanced budget would 
have targeted tax cuts that are fully paid for, which in­
cludes his $500 per child tax. credit.
Proposes to consolidate the funds of over 70 overlapping 
federal job training programs into a single $2600, allow­
ing each unemployed and underemployed worker the op­
portunity to choose the training programs that are right 
for them.
ENVIRONMENT
Plans to issue a "Pollution Disclosure" Executive Order 
requiring industries to disclose information on their toxic 
waste sites.
Plans to change EPA rules to reduce paperwork for busi­
nesses by 15 million hours and allowing the businesses to 
write their own rules if they can do it cleaner and cheaper.
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If You Choose To Vote 
Please Remember The Following:
You must vote at the station assigned to you on the 
back of your voter registration card.
You must vote between the hours of 7AM and 7 PM 
on Tuesday, November 5th.
Most students will be able to vote in Archer Hall, lo­
cated on the corner of Fair Street, and Ashby Avenue 
on Morehouse College's campus.
An election is not a popularity contest. The future of 
certain principles, livelihoods, and entire communi­
ties are at stake.
Think Wisely
